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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MEMOFANliUM FOR: Mr. Ralph A. Dungan 

Special Assistant to the President 

SUBJECT ' : u. S. Press Articles 


1. In accordance \\dth your request for some examples of press 
articles prejudicial to the national security and for recommendations 
to assist in the establishment of a program which would help remedy 
this situation, attached are representative press releases considered 

to be detrimental to the intelligence collection efforts and to the national 
security of the United States. 

2. On the ma:tter of recommendations, it is suggested that the 
United States Government and pubUc information media representatives 
jointly develop agreed upon policieb and procedures necessary to pro- 
tect information which, if published'', would be detrimental to the secu- 
rity of the United States. Points of consideration in developing such 
procedures are: 

a. A joint understanding between the Government and 
the press of the nature of intelligence sources and methods 
and their relationship to the national isecurlty . 

b. The formation of a committee of senior press repre- 
sentatives to receive bacl^round briefir^s on sensitive and 
classified matters to assist them in deciding on what press 
coverage should be given to information which might possibly 
affect the national security. 
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c. An examination of United States Government proce- 
dures and regulations related to the official release of informa- 
tion to the public press. Are they understood and satisfactory 
to the press ? 

d. The establishment of categories of intelligence and 
defense inforihation which would be voluntarily referred by the 
public press to appropriate components of the Government for 
assessment of possible affect on the national security. 

e. The contr^ of "morgue" newspaper articles previously 
agreed upon to be damaging the national interest. 

3. It is suggested th^ discussions with the press on these matters 
be "off the record” since u^enf these examples publicly would tend to 
confirm the validity of their )^ontent. The recommendations in paragraph 
two have not been studied irf detail and possibly require further explora- 
tion from both a security ^hd l^al standpoint. 


/ 

/ \ Allen W. Dulles 

/ \ Director 
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FQJU M*. Ral^li A. DuAgan 

5-:pecijtJ Asflata»it tp the l*residetrt 
The kifce 

SUBJECT: U, S, Pree# Airtidee 


i» iaa accov^fusce with y«u3r re^oeet. bere«4th are 
Stamm eseerpts of preoe article • ftoralsliod hy ovst eocorlty 
people wMeh are ccBiaidered te> have affectejS the saiti^al 
eecority iolwrest. 

2. is sttgpeateti that diacusciima uith the press 
oa these matters he ’’oflf the record ' sis^e lurther publicity 
would ^uid te eoa^m the validtty of their e<^eat. 


' : i.E-'iA- , DUCi.E^» 
-J'j rector 
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